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distress lean heavily on the arm of Shamash, whom
he had so signalty honored in the magnificent tem-
ple of E-babbara.

While gods were hastening thus to be crowded
into the spaces of Babylon's temples the army of
Cyrus was slowly inarching on, and apparently
without resistance. Would all Babylonia be his
without one single blow? It were a disgrace in-
deed, and the land was spared that final ignominy.
When Cyrus reached the city of Upi the army of
Accad opposed Ids advance,1 but whether Bel-
shar-usur? who had commanded it, was now in the
van does not appear. The opposition was in vain?
und Cyrus drove it before him and moved south-
ward resistlessly. Sippar was taken, without a
blow, on the fourteenth day of Tammuz, and Na-
bonidus fled. Two days later the van of the army
of Cyras entered Babylon, as the gates swung open
without resistance a to admit it. Cyrus himself was
not in command, but had remained in the back-
ground while Ugbara (Grobryas), governor of Gu-
tiuni, led the advance. Nabonidus was taken in
the city, whither he had fled from Sippar.

The fall of Babylon in this fashion is one of the
surprises of history. That a city which had bred
warriors enough to rule the whole civilized world
should at last lay down its arms and tamely sub-

1 Nabonidus Chronicle, iii, lines 12, 13 ; Hageii, op  ctt., p. 228 ;
selvrift. Bill, impart 2, pp. 133-1 JJ5

2 "The phrase (NaboniduB Chronicle, in, line 15) is lal<t saltitm, " without
battle,"   It in a sorry end after all Nebuchadrezzar's efforts to make Baby-
lon impregnable,